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A tech hot spot—
and cold >

Executive Summary: 

TMEIC is driving industry into the 
next generation; its new test lab 
is the latest entry gaining attention.

By Emily Alberts

When Toshiba and Mitsubishi join 

forces, great things are known to happen. 

Headquartered in Tokyo, Japan and with

United States headquarters in Roanoke, VA,

the Toshiba Mitsubishi-Electric Industrial

Systems Corporation (TMEIC, pronounced

“T-Mike”) is capturing attention all over the

world and firmly placing the United States 

at the forefront of industrial technology. 

TMEIC representatives recently joined 

President Obama and Virginia Governor 

Jost Daemmgen, TMEIC Corporation

TMEIC President & CEO Dale Guidry speaks with Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe during
Hannover Messe 2016.
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Terry McAuliffe in Germany for the opening

ceremonies of the world’s foremost trade 

fair for industrial technology, 2016 Hannover

Messe. For the first time in the Fair’s history,

the United States served as the Partner

Country, sending a clear message to the

world that “the United States is open for

business,” says U.S. Secretary of Commerce

Penny Pritzker. With 200,000 attendees from

over 70 countries, TMEIC took full advantage

of the opportunity and was prominently 

featured throughout the event.

Beginning in 2000 as a partnership with 

General Electric out of Salem, VA, the company

was originally focused primarily on the metals

industry. After buying out the General Electric

shares in 2011, an entirely new market space

opened up and TMEIC’s footprint expanded

exponentially. The corporation now specializes

in areas such as renewable energy, material

handling, oil & gas, solar power, mining and

testing as well as metals. U.S. subsidiary

President and CEO Dale Guidry has been

with TMEIC since its inception and has 

witnessed tremendous growth.

“We were growing so rapidly in the early

2000’s and even now. We really needed more 

space,” Guidry explains. “We had a choice 

to stay in the valley but move to a new 

location in Roanoke, or to relocate entirely. 

We chose to stay.”

In addition to the Roanoke location, 

TMEIC recently opened a one-of-a-kind, 

$1.5 million purpose built photovoltaic 

inverter test facility in Salem just this 

year. “We’re able to simulate extended 

periods of cold at below zero temperatures, 

extreme heat of more than 160 degrees

Fahrenheit, and 85 percent relative 

humidity; all while the equipment is 

closely monitored inside the testing 

chamber,” notes TMEIC’s Renewable 

Energy Solutions General Manager, 

Donn Samsa.

TMEIC is committed to producing the 

most advanced and durable inverters in 

the world, and is focused on developing 

advanced automation solutions, large 

AC and DC motors, and variable frequency

drive systems.

The new facility allows TMEIC to obtain 

UL certified products, which provides a 

huge advantage in the market.  Further, 

Jessica Smith, TMEIC Corporation

In addition to rigorous performance and electromagnetic compatibility
tests, TMEIC’s Photovoltaic Inverter Test Lab is capable of generating
a wide range of environmental conditions.
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the new lab provides expanded development

and training opportunities. By continuing 

to develop, test and receive certifications,

TMEIC is building a solid future as an 

industry leader.

With over 300 employees in Roanoke, 

the corporation is now bringing in larger 

customers and expanding its footprint even

further. Notably, TMEIC recently received its

first order of SOLAR WARETM 2700 this year. 

The system is a 1500V PV Inverter hailed as 

a “next-generation system.” These inverters

are used in utility-scale solar power facilities,

some of which can boast up to two million

solar panels. SOLAR WARETM 2700 is the

world’s largest class single unit capacity and

achieves the world’s highest level of power

conversion efficiency. 

“Our big success is that we have designed

and developed the product specifically for

the North American market, and are thus

able to capture a significant share of the 

U.S. market,” says Guidry.

What’s most surprising is that TMEIC only 

Jessica Smith, TMEIC Corporation

Guests look on as high humidity is simulated inside the TMEIC Photovoltaic Inverter Test 
Lab, one of many environmental conditions the $1.5 million purpose-built facility is capable 
of generating.
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just entered the solar photovoltaic space 

in 2011, since prior to 2011 they were not 

permitted in that market space due to 

agreements with GE. However, their history

with Toshiba is extremely rich, going back

nearly four decades, and they were able 

to leverage that history to take their 

photovoltaic presence “from nothing 

to being the largest one today.”

“We’re aiming to increase our employment

here for this business and also do more 

development work,” Guidry says. “This is 

a world class operation and we’re able to

bring in top notch talent. Virginia Tech is 

an excellent resource pool.” 

The fact that the valley is exceptionally high-

tech may not be especially well-known, but

Guidry believes that is all about to change. He

plans “to stay in the valley and grow the valley.”

The successful multi-year extension 

of the 2015 solar Income Tax Credit, 

a 30 percent tax credit for solar systems 

on residential/commercial properties, 

will ensure the continued impressive 

growth of the solar market. The solar 

ITC has helped annual solar installation 

grow by over 1600 percent since it 

was first implemented in 2006. 

The existence of the ITC through 2023 

provides market certainty for companies 

to develop long-term investments that 

drive competition and technological 

innovation, which in turn, lowers costs 

for consumers (Solar Industries Energy 

Association, 2016 fact sheet).

With TMEIC’s growing presence in 

the Roanoke Valley, the future is 

looking bright.

Jessica Smith, TMEIC Corporation

Signal Energy

TMEIC’s Samurai 1500V photovoltaic inverters convert the sun’s 
energy into usable power at utility-scale solar energy facilities 
like Signal Energy pictured above.

TMEIC officially cuts the ribbon on its one-of-a-kind, $1.5 million
purpose-built photovoltaic (PV) inverter test facility in Salem, VA.
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